
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Celebrating Spring in the  
Cherry Blossom Capital of the World  

 
Macon, GA---If the 300,000-plus Yoshino cherry trees in Macon, GA were planted in a single row, 10 
feet apart, the snowy cloud-like trees would provide over 500 miles of springtime beauty from Macon 
to Memphis.  And for ten days each March, festival-lovers will be treated to one of the most 
extravagant displays of springtime color and blooms in the nation’s Cherry Blossom Capital of the 
World.  On March 19-28, 2010, visitors and locals will be treated to the 28th anniversary of Macon 
Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival! 
 
Delight in the splendor of hot-air balloons, colorful parades, historic tours, an unforgettable Sea Lion 
show, dazzling fireworks displays, and amusement rides that delight all ages.  Nightly concerts feature 
top national and regional recording artists from every musical genre, and military bands.  From Stylish 
fashion shows and gala balls to dancing in the streets of Macon at the street party, the Cherry Blossom 
Festival features fun and adventure under a beautiful canopy of over 300,000 blooming Yoshino 
cherry trees.  Thousands of visitors visit Macon during the festival giving the event over a 12 millions 
dollar economic impact for Bibb County.  
 
Since the Cherry Blossom Festival is a 501 (c)3 non-profit organization, corporate sponsors have been 
an incredible means of survival over the 26 years.  The sponsorship program consists of national, state, 
and local levels.  
 
The sponsorship program is broken into levels.  The Platinum level ranges from $15,000 and up.  The 
Gold level is $10,000 and up.  The Silver level is $5,000 and up.  The Bronze level is $1,000 and up.  
There is also an Official level for companies that give cash and/or in-kind worth $5,000 and up.  The 
Pin Program has a $5,000 level for the whole program and $2,500 for each coupon.  For private 
individuals who want to contribute, the Patron Program is in levels of $1,000, $500, $250, and $100. 
 
The sponsorship packages are tailored to the needs of the sponsor as well as the festival.  If you are 
interested in sponsoring an event or donating to the festival please contact the Marketing Director 
Stacy Campbell at (478) 751-7413 or scampbell@cherryblossom.com. 
 
With so much to offer - including plenty of southern hospitality - the town will literally hum with 
excitement!  The 2010 Cherry Blossom Festival will take place March 19-28! 
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The International Festival and Events Association awarded Macon's Cherry Blossom Festival the 
Grand Pinnacle for 2004 & 2007 which literally means Macon’s festival is the  
Best Festival in the World! The budget category for the award was $500,000 to 1.5 million, and the 
festival competed with hundreds of other events.    

The 2010 Festival has been voted a Top 20 Event in the Southeast by the Southeast Tourism 
Society! 

Other awards Macon's Cherry Blossom Festival has won are:   

Shining Example Award for Best Festival in 
the Southeast in 2006 & 2007 by the 
Southeast Tourism Society  

Best Festival winner by the Southeast 
Regional Festivals and Events Association in 
2008, 2007 and 2005  

The Festival won Eight IFEA awards 
during the conference in September of 2009, 
and Nine Kaleidoscope awards during the 
Southeast Festivals and Events conference in 
February 2009. 

Named to the 2007 World Events Calendar for 2007 by the Chicago Tribune. 

  



 

 

 
History of Macon, Georgia’s  
    International Cherry Blossom Festival 

 
 
 
 

Each March, Macon, Georgia becomes a pink cotton-spun paradise of delight as over 300,000 Yoshino cherry 
trees bloom in all their glory.   And for 10 days, festival-lovers will be treated to one of the most extravagant 
displays of springtime color and blooms in the nation as they visit the town most commonly referred to as the 
Cherry Blossom Capital of the World. 
 
But how did this story begin?  How did a once sleepy Southern town turn into such a bustling center of beauty 
and international friendship?   
 
It all began with a man who possessed a deep appreciation for beauty and passion for horticulture.  The man in 
question was none other than the late William A. Fickling, Sr., a local realtor, who while admiring the fauna in 
his backyard discovered the first Yoshino cherry tree in Macon in 1949.  At the time of his discovery, Mr. 
Fickling was unaware that the tree was a Yoshino species, rare to the south. Awed by the tree’s unique beauty, 
he began inquiring about town as to what the tree was.  No one knew---not even his very own gardener!   
 
Later on during a business trip in Washington, D.C. in 1952, Mr. Fickling spotted a tree that looked exactly like 
the tree he had discovered in his backyard.  During a return trip, he compared a cutting from his tree to those 
around the Tidal Basin.  It was a perfect match!  Upon his return home, he learned to propagate the Yoshinos 
and began freely sharing them with the community.   
 
As the years passed, Macon’s Yoshino cherry trees grew quickly in number, attracting the attention and 
admiration of long-time citizens and newcomers alike.  One particular newcomer who was struck by their 
beauty was a woman named Carolyn Crayton, a woman who relocated to Macon from North Carolina during the 
early seventies with her husband Lee.   
 

After admiring the trees’ unique beauty, Mrs. Crayton had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Fickling at a 
company picnic.  During their conversation, Mrs. Crayton told Mr. Fickling of a delightful dream she had had, 
of visualizing the entire town’s graceful streets and neighborhoods lined with thousands of pink, cotton-spun 
cherry trees.  Mr. Fickling liked her dream so much that when Mrs. Crayton inquired about donating trees to 
plant in her neighborhood of Wesleyan Woods, he readily agreed.   
 

To start the project, Mr. Fickling agreed to donate the trees if she would organize the planting.  A community 
effort, spearheaded by three Macon families ensued, leading to the planting of approximately 500 Yoshino 
cherry trees on Saturday, November 24, 1973. 
 

 

The families involved in the project, in addition to the Craytons, were Mr. and Mrs. John Hemby and Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Potterfield.  They became a “steering committee” and enlisted the help of “captains” Mrs. William 
Cousart, Mr. and Mrs. J. Hank Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Shealy, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Brundige and Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Vance.  The committee and the captains divided up and contacted families living in Wesleyan Woods.   



 

 

Everyone contacted was enthusiastic about participating in the project and quickly planted the donated trees in 
their front lawns. 
 

In addition to Wesleyan Woods residents, local organizations rallied their support behind the project.  Georgia 
Power chipped in to dig the holes for the trees to be planted and Rivers Construction donated the topsoil.  Peat 
moss was given by Phillips Garden Center and K-Mart, and instructions for planting the trees were provided by 
John Clark with the Georgia Forestry Commission.  After a lot of hard work, the first Yoshino cherry trees from 
the Wesleyan Woods project were planted along Wesleyan Woods, Guerry and Oxford Drives. 
 

But Mr. Fickling and Mrs. Crayton’s interest in planting trees did not end with the Wesleyan Woods project!  It 
was just the beginning!  As the Executive Director for the *Keep Macon Bibb-Beautiful Commission, Mrs. 
Crayton proposed launching a Cherry Blossom Festival to celebrate the beauty of the trees and to honor Mr. 
Fickling for all he had so generously contributed to the town.   
 

As a result, Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival was born in 1982 under the auspices of the 
Keep Macon-Bibb Beautiful Commission as a way to honor Mr. William “Bill” Fickling, Sr. and to showcase 
the beauty of Macon’s thriving Yoshino cherry trees.  The Festival’s purpose was designed to enhance the 
quality of life, community fellowship and civic pride for all Macon residents, through the development of 
selected activities and to share these qualities with people from all parts of the world.  As a result, the Cherry 
Blossom Festival was developed around the basic principals of “love, beauty and international friendship.”   
 

Today, over 300,000 Yoshino cherry trees line and grace numerous streets, avenues, parks and neighborhoods in 
Macon, make our fair city the Cherry Blossom Capital of the World.  The Festival, renowned around the world, 
has become one of the Top 20 Events in the South, Top 50 Events in the U.S. and Top 100 Events in North 
America.  Each year, the Festival draws in an average of 700,000 participants.  And the Yoshino cherry trees’ 
numbers keep growing!  This is because Mr. Fickling’s family has picked up where he left off, by generously 
donating 7,500 to 10,000 trees to Macon-Bibb residents each year.  As a result, more and more city and county 
residents plant Yoshino cherry trees in neighborhoods, parks and industrial areas each year.  And more and more 
seedlings mature into adulthood along both lonely avenues and busy highways alike, helping to keep Macon’s 
distinctive title as the Cherry Blossom Capital of the World secure. 
 
As a 10-day celebration, this year’s 27th Annual Cherry Blossom Festival, held March 20-29, will feature 
numerous events, of which ninety percent are free.  Events include parades, concerts, dances, children’s 
activities, arts & crafts, fashion shows, street parties, international dining, theater productions, tours, fireworks, 
amusement rides and much, much more.   
 

Visit us online at 
 www.cherryblossom.com 

 
 
*The Keep Macon Bibb-Beautiful Commission, established in 1974, has been recognized as being the model program for the nation’s 
first commission under the Keep America Beautiful System.  Mrs. Crayton and the 28-member appointed body organized “to promote 
public interest in the general improvement of the environment of Macon and Bibb County; to coordinate programs for litter control, 
beautification, recycling, energy-related needs.”  The Keep Macon-Bibb Beautiful Commission has continued to be a model program for 
other communities in developing Keep America Beautiful Clean Community Systems. 
 
  



     
HISTORY OF THE YOSHINO (YO-SHE-NO) CHERRY TREES 

 
The first known Sakura (Cherry Blossom) viewing party was given by Emperor Saga at the Imperial 
Palace in the year 812 in Kyoto (Japan’s second capital city).  The trees in bloom had been taken many 
years before from Mount Yoshino in Nara Prefecture (Japan’s original capital), the first place to 
become famous for the trees.  In the Tokugawa era, the authorities planted Yoshino trees in Edo, 
known today as Tokyo.  From those same trees, the Japanese took scions and presented them to 
America just 90 years ago for planting in our nation’s capital. 
 
Americans have been able to enjoy the Cherry Blossoms each spring because of the gesture of 
friendship by Mayor Yukio Ozaki of Tokyo, and the interest of Mrs. William Taft in planting the 
Japanese cherry trees in Potomac Park.  The gift of 3,000 cherry trees, of twelve varieties, arrived in 
Washington, D.C. on Valentine’s Day in 1912, and Mrs. Taft planted the very first tree on the northern 
bank of the Tidal Basin. 
 
The late William A. Fickling, Sr. discovered the first Yoshino cherry tree in Macon in 1949.  At the 
time of the discovery, Fickling was unaware that the tree was a Yoshino species, rare to the south.  
During a business trip in Washington, D.C. three years later, Mr. Fickling compared a cutting from his 
tree to those around the Tidal Basin.  It was a perfect match!  He learned to propagate the Yoshinos 
and began sharing them with the community.  His family continues to give 7,500 to 10,000 trees to 
Macon area residents each year.  Many Macon neighborhoods, roadsides and parks now explode with 
Yoshino cherry trees.  As a result of his and their generosity, more than 300,000 Yoshino cherry trees 
have earned for Macon the distinctive title, Cherry Blossom Capital of the World. 
 
Yoshino cherry trees do not bear fruit.  Their single mission is to be beautiful.  Macon’s Yoshino 
cherry trees bloom around the third week in March and the citizens band together each spring to 
celebrate this marvelous occasion by hosting Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival. 
 
 

 


